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Location:  Bridge to Little Theatre
Observations – 
What is the most preeminent color you see here?
What are some factors that allow this place to so healthy for growth?

Scripture: Jeremiah 17:7-8  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence indeed is the Lord.  He will be like a tree planted by water: it sends its roots out toward a stream, it doesn’t fear when heat comes, it will not worry in a year of drought or cease producing fruit.”

Take a step off of the trail and pull a small seedling out of the ground. How long are it’s roots?

Now take a look at the largest tree you see. How deep do you suppose its roots go? … Most trees root systems are just as large as their branches. The tree is usually just as large underground as it is above ground, if it is a healthy tree.
What will happen to a tree if it’s roots are very shallow in compared to it’s branches? In Drought? In Wind? If other plants try to take it over?

The key here is comparing the things above ground and under ground in your life. Think now of the things that people see you do, and the things that people cannot see you do. Is there any difference? Are you the same person in public and in secret? 

"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” – Matthew 6: 5-6
"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. – Matthew 6:2-4

Take a second and think about your life. Think about the things you do in secret, do they reach just as far as the things you do in public? 

-Does the time you spend speaking in front of others equal the time you read the bible?
-Does the time you serve others publicly equal the time you serve others in secret?

-Does the things you give publicly equal the things you give in secret?

-Do you spend more time in prayer publicly or privately?

Take a second to think about a few things that you can do in secret for others when you get home. What do the verses above say about your reward?

What changes can you make that will allow your roots to grow deeper? Take some time to pray and ask God to take your spiritual roots deeper. God loves to hear that prayer.
